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The.anniversary logo 1s.a combination of elements

representing the spirit of the FFF peasant movement

The two circles symbolize the Federation’s ich yestaryears

and its promising future, both of which are finked together

by a pathway. This path is a reminder that the institutional wisdom
journey to the future finds strength

in its historic struggles in the past. The palay stands

for the movement's progress, collective strength and prosperity

- as seen in its broad membership base and the structures

it has instjtuted for the betterment of the peasant sector.

The zes the spirit of of kapatiran

that pervades the ranks of the farmer-members of FFF

The carabao, meanwhile, is the animal reminiscent of fislds

and paddies, the farmer’s workhorse - sturdy. robust

and unfaltering like its master. Similarly, the plow

is the farmer’s primary tool, symbolizing his hard work

and sweat in toiling for the nation. The three mountains.

representing Luzon, Visayas and Mindano, stand for the wide foothold

of the Federation throughout the Philippines. The laurel is the emblem

of heroism and triumph, fashioned in a cradling position {o symbalize

its nurturing role in the movement. Finally. the Crown.and the Cross

which denote the FFF's foundation day on the Feast of Christ the King

aiso evoke how deeply entrenched the movement's philosophy

is in the social teachings of the Church
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“We shall teach the masses the mysteries of the Sacred Host
but we must first begin with a grain of rice. We shall teach them
the lessons of the Cross. But we must first begin with the plow.”

- FFF Founder and President Jeremias U. Montemayor
Commencement Address to the 1954 Class of the Ateneo de Tugeugarao




EFF - A GOLDEN JOURNEY
QV

. At the heart of this country lies the farmer
- humble despite his vital national rol

irm in his social task.

Quietly, he toils every day for the country.

for many years, he kept his silence,

his voice hidden in the cracks of the soil he plows.

The lucc

of the Federation of Free Farmers (FFF)
lies in motivating the farmer to liberate himself
Jrom the chains of injustice. Fifty golden years into its history,
FFF, one of the country’s largest peasant organizations.
has given the Filipino peasantry hope in uplifting the depre
conditions in the countryside.

The FFF is RS no1ad on tie pitncisla thst the farmer is the backbone
is work on the land is central to the economy.
Despite their huge B Llion to the country, however, farmers oftan fall proy
1o abusive landlords and traders. Thus, the FFF promotes the philosophy

of total human development by helping the farmers acquire

the legal help, ymmlcll strength, economic power, and religious conviction

that would help bring about their freedom from bondage and servility.




For th ; key to a soli
of peasants, by th nd for the p
This framework has earned the FFF the sustained support
of thousands of p ants and other rural workers.

organization
ants.

The FFF has been instrumental in the passage of laws and implementation
of programs that aided the peasants in their struggle for social justice.

These include t
the Agricultural Lani
and the Code of Agrarian Reforms (RA 6389)

But what gives a unique identity to the FFF
is a truly Filipino Ideology that is based on Christian
social teachings which has been rigorously ingrained in its members.

Against the backdrop of centuries of hnrdshlp and poverty

in achieving lasting reform. With anniversary theme,
“Gintong Kasaysayan tungo sa Glnlong  Kinabke
the FFF sounds the call o renew and continue.

its spirited journey into the next half-century.




“More than 30 years na ako sa samahan, 1969 ako pumasok.
Marami sa mga kasama ko ang namatay na. Pero marami
rin sa mga kasama natin buhay pa ngayon pero patay ha

ang espiritu sa samahan. Pero ako kahit na wala na akong
hininga, FFF pa rin ako! Ang sabi ko nga, sana ang Panginoon
ang pagkuha sa akin ay ‘lump sum’ hindi ‘20-20." Kasi ang inalis
muna Niya sa akin ang paningin ko. Pero maski ganito ako

at kung sa mga susunod na seminar ay hindi na ako makadalo,
ang espiritu ko ang makakasama niyo. Kahit na patay na ako,
FFF pa rin ako.”

- FFF member Edito Manco

ration
Earmers

GINTONG KASAYSAYAN

tungo sa
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FEDERATION of FREE FARMERS
‘ PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

It is with a feeling of great pride and satisfaction that | greet all the members.
officers, friends and supporters of the FFF on the occasion of the organization's
50th anniversary since its founding during the Feast of Christ the King

last October 25, 1953

But proud as we deserve to be, we also stand humbled and awed by the great
sacrifices and achievements of our predecessors, led by our founder
and late President, Jerry Montemayor.

Truly, the FFF has written a glorious history during its first fifty years of existence.
The accomplishments are too many to recount here. Among those that immediately
come to mind are the dramatic advances in agrarian reform legislation

and the of new p programs urban land reform,
integrated social forestry, sectoral representation in lho ilgllllllv. bodies of national
and local governments, and crop insurance, to name a fq

On a quieter though equally important level, we can cite our significant work
in organizing cooperatives among our farmers, fisherfolk and agricultural workers,
which have increased their incomes and livelihood opportunities.

And we continue to have our own representative in connren mvougn
our party-list the ABA
Manggagawang-Bukid at Mangingisda).

But perhaps the FFF's most lasting legacy is the ideology and spirit

that has been inculcated in the hearts and minds of all of us. This orientation
lives on in a new generation of farmers and social activists within and outside
the FFF movement

Revolutionary concepts on the dignity of the farmer, on property ownership,

on leadership. on social justice and political reform. They were, and remain.

our sources of inspiration and motivation. They were, and continue to be,

the philosophical basis for new legislation, policies and programs of government.

As we meet here today, recalling our colorful past, we know that we cannot rest
on our laurels. We must ook forward and continue our journey. Inspired by our

golden history and refreshed by the friendships and camaraderie renewed after so
many years, let us now move on, to an even more challenging and glorious future

LEONARDO Q. MONTEMAYOR
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~ MESSAGE

My heartfelt felicitations to the Federation of Free Farmers (FFF)
on its Golden Anniversary!

The FFF has always been at the forefront of the battle against

the social, political, economic, moral and, cultural oppression of our farmers

and their families. Through its fifty years of existence, it has championed

the rights and welfare of farmers and farmworkers by continuously pushing

for an agrarian reform and rural development program that would enable

the latter to own, directly or collectively, the land they till or receive a just share
in the fruits thereof, It has likewise been vigilant in ensuring that laws aimed

at the political and economic empowerment of rural workers are fully implemented

The Wl bukid,
SHMas  lan ) Wil 1oYyetihe graterul atiaving jou My

in shaping our government's policies and programs towards the peasantry.
Indeed, your unwavering commitment and active participation in advancing
the interests of our farmers will continue to inspire us in coming up with better
legislation and projects for the benefit of the agricultural sector of our society.

The past fifty years had been very productive for the FFF, | am very confident
that with a strong ip and a more the next fifty
years would even be more rewarding

Once again, congratulations and more power!

HON. DIOSCORD A) GRANADA 8
Congressman
5 ng mga

bukid at ingi: (ABA)



“Yung Ideology pala natin, na dito ko lang
nalaman, yung Love, Truth and Justice.

n
yung katotohanan, pagm:
at hustisya. So kung ot lyo yung tatio na
iyon... Malawsk na ang ig sabihin noon..
Almost complete na. Biro mo sa isang
organization, bakit ka nandadaya,
jalang hustisya. Yung dinadaya mo,
bihin noon, wala ka ring plqmamnha!
doon. At siyempre dinadaya mo, walang
katotohanan yung sinasabi mo palagi.
Ka Justice

nasa iyo ang Panginoon. Hindi ba
Panginoon din yung Love, Truth and ustce?”

- FFF member Saturnino Distor

“*Ang nakita ko, ang FFF ay dumedepensa
sa mga kapus-palad: So parang doon ako
nakimblgse. Ying para sa m
Palibhasa, born mahirap tay
Yun ideolology ng FFF maliwanag. Hindi
katulad ng ibang samahan na seasonal.
Samahan lang sila pag may problema.
Samahan lang sila pag may ipinaglalaban.
Pero FEE ANTRIR o0 umpm pa lan;
e, nakumbinse kaagad al 'y pang
fabang-buhay. Hindi lang na p-n-«pan.mn.
Ang isa pang nakakumbinse sa akin, e yung
walang itinatanggi. Kahit na sabihing ikaw ay
mahirap, basta nandoon ka $a hanay

ng peasant.group, welcome ka doon sa FFF.
Basta hindi lang siya nag-exploit ng kapwa."

- FFF member Leonilo Binalangbang



The journey of the FFF is made golden

by leaps and milestones, ordeals

and sacrifices, and an evolving ideology

set against a shifting national milieu.

Amid all these changes, the FFF stands

unwavering in its adherence to the original principle

and values it was founded on - self-development
through and a strong

to truth, love, and justice. With 50 golden years

into its history, the FFF celebrates the vital crossroads

that have marked its growth as a movement.

PIVOTAL JUNCTIONS
in the HISTORY

of the FEDERATION
of FREE FARMERS
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“The mind of the farmer now lies smoldering
in disillusionment. But his spirit has not been broken.
He looks around for a new hope, a new leadership.”

- FFF Founder and President Jeremias U. Montemayor
Commencement Address to the 1954 Class of the Ateneo de Tuguegarao

Joramias U_ Montomayor daspte naiing FFE Prosident togather with FFF offcers,
ciass. ploneers o poasant movement maet with Prosident Ramon Mageaysay in Bicol 0 thosh out
s’ prodlems.



| Pivotal Junctions in the History
of the Federation of Free Farmers

L::ps Orgneals Ideological National
Milestones Sacrifices price Hiliou

Late 50's to early 60's:

R SRR

The Junior Free Farmers
(JFF), FFF's youlh
s established

Fr
1o protest s maroat
FEFflos 2 cas st e e o i egay mamdalod Share ol procnds

Early 605. As the

in the countryside.
President Macapag:

Land Reform.

ase reaches
million, the largest in
icial

history.

President Diosdado

Gfthe Philppines.




“July 1958, dumating dito si Dean Montemayor...
Nagpaliwanag doon kay Mang Peping Crisostomo.

Ang father ko, magsasaka. Nakinig. Hanggang sa susunod
na linggo nag-schedule uli ng meeting. Naanyayahan ako
ng father ko na sumama doon. Noong nakikinig ako noon,
sinabi ko na mabuting organization ito.”

— former FFF Laguna president Deogracias Alcasabas

“...Nabago din ‘yong isip ng farmer

na ang simbahan anti-peasant.

Palagay ko, doon din siguro nagumpisa,
of the i of the FFF

...doon na nag-umpisa ‘yong Church

of the poor concept sa simbahan,

na yon pala ang correct approach.

- former FFF National Chaplain Fr. Pio Eugenio, SVD



F Pivotal Junctions in the History
of the Federation of Free Farmers

toaps Ordeale; Ideological National
an a St Mili
Milestones Sacrifices anCo LH

The FFF, together

fomayor is elected Presi-
dont.

The Free Famers Goop-
e (FFCl) is
(a5 tho FF

acanomic am

Jocamias Meniama
book, Ours.
wekito o) c-monc

e
:nnd‘l\nm Togetnar win
other book. Phil FFF prosses for the farmer s ownarship of and. a8 monfosiod

Land Roform Code.

foms (pubisned n 19
bible’
bl

8872 The imvalvement

Studant volunteers haavily paricpate n the mass actvts of FF



“Malaking bagay ‘yong entry ng Federation of Free Farmers.
Kasi what is spirituality kung wala kang witnessing.

Kung wala kang ginawa sa kapwa mo? What is your spirituality?
Almost nothing. That is what gives meaning to life.”

- Imelda de la Cruz
pioneering teacher of Maryknoll High School in Sigaboy, Davao Oriental

Tiough s elious progams
s Spitualy as 1o

Thvaugh h FE7 o roin s wiree
e o e pocr

“Sabi ni Fr. Pio (Eugenio), ‘Pag-aralan mo ito, itong Bible na ito...
heto pa ang karagdagan.’ ‘Ano yan?' ‘Mater et Magistra.’

‘Baka di ko maintindihan yan?' ‘Hindi, Tagalog yan.’

Binasa-basa ko yong Bibliya at yong papal encyclical

na ‘Mater et Magistra." Nakita ko sa Bibliya na yong trabaho ko
sa una kong samahan, malayo pala sa katotohanan.

At ‘yong ginagawa ng FFF, nakita ko sa ‘Mater et Magistra’.

Eto pala ang linya ng FFF!”

- Former FFF Rizal President Miguel Cruz
Taken from his speech to the Workers for Christ the Worker (WCW)
in Bayambang, Pangasinan in 1986



- Pivotal Junctions in the History
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“You felt that you were doing
something very relevant for the country.”

- FFF student Sally Bul

FFE Prosident Jor

5 U. Montemayor meets wih Kni Rho youth members fed by laader Manuei Areiola
g he Agrins Circi damonsiraionn 1963 A1 et (ih Gk lasses s Nos! ordojr,

“Tinuro sa amin ni Dean na maging consistent ka sa principles mo.
Kung sasabihin mo na pagka pula, pula, hindi maka-violet.
Hanggang ngayon, I'm trying to live up to it. Kasi nakita namin eh.
Sa mga paglalaban namin sa mga land cases, walang compromise.
Ang dami-dami naming napa-titulo - sa Quezon, sa Mindanao...!"

- FFF officer Asuncion Nacario
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Pivotal Junctions in the History
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“Filipinos in general knew anly one kind

| of group business enterprise - the corporation
(aside from the partnership)... By contrast, a cooperative

is supposed to have much more numerous members,

specially coming from the poorer sectors of socieiy.”

- FFF Founder and President Jeremias U. Maonte mayor

22




Pivotal Junctions in the History
of the Federation of Free Farmers
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Jeoromias U. Montemayor chairs meeting fo discuss.
agrarian coses. To his right is Atty. Jose Santos
of the Bureau of Agrarian Lagal Assistance.
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Through FEF

“Lupa, ito'y mahalaga

This belongs to God the creator.

Binuo, pero he entrusted it to the people
who can work closely with nature
Kailangan, in harmony with nature

Do not go against nature!”

- FFF Davao member Felicisimo Patayan

Frrerel
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Pivotal Junctions in the History
of the Federation of Free Farmers
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‘ Pivotal Junctions in the History
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“While the smaller and lower sectors

and individuals should be allowed
and encouraged to do what they
can do for and by themselves,

yet there are certain essential tasks

that cannot be performed by any

of them acting singly or separately...

The principle of Solidarity is an

antidote to the evils of individualism

and separatism.”

- from “Toward a Filipino Ideology”
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T e o i e
ofing peasanty



“While the smaller and lower sectors
and individuals should be allowed
and encouraged to do what they

can do for and by themselves,

yet there are certain essential tasks
that cannot be performed by any

of them acting singly or separately...
The principle of Solidarity is an
antidote to the evils of individualism
and separatism.”

- from “Toward a Filipino Ideology”

FFF spreads ifs cause (0 oher warkors (hrough
These allancos have further nurtured the pligh
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Pivotal Junctions in the History
of the Federation of Free Farmers
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“The FFF is an organization set-up by farmers as an instrument
which they can use to solve their own problems... because the FFF
was established by the farmers, is maintained by the farmers,

and is directed by the farmers... This means that it is the farmers
themselves who will work out and bring about their own liberation.”

- FFF Founder and President Jeremias U. Montemayor
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PROGRAM

Morning
8:00

9:00
40:00
11:00
11:30

Lunch

12:30

Afternoon

2:30
3:30
4:00
5:00

Mass

Opening Ceremonies (National Anthem, Welcome Address)
Lecture on Agrarian Reform

Trivia Question/Game/Raffle

Lecture on Coconut Levy

Entertainment and Regional Presentations

Lecture on Party List System
Trivia Question, Games and Raffle
Lecture on GATT-WTO

ABA-AKO Launching




Evening
6:30

7:00
7:15

Dinner
8:00

Invocation

National Anthem

Testimony - Edito Manco

Testimony - Dioscoro Granada

Song - Grace Nono

Testimony - Grace Nono

Song - Grace Nono

Arrival of President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
Welcome Address

FFF Audio Visual Presentation

In Memoriam (A Tribute to Deceased FFF Leaders)
Book Launching of Jerry Montemayor’s Biography
Introduction to the President

“Words from Her President Gloria Arroyo

Singing Contest, Entertainment and Games
Grand Raffle




MANIFESTO of the FEDERATION of FREE FARMERS

Beloved Tiller of the Soil:

You are the most important worker in the world. You produce the food and the force
that cause the buildings in the towns and cities to rise, the wheuls of industry

to turn, the carriers of trade 1o run, the hand of government to sway,

and the pen of learning to move - nay, that cause life itself to gﬂ on in this world.

Specially you, farmer of the Philippines! You are the most important person
in the country. Because of the absolutely essential nature of your task as well as.
by virtue of your numbers, you are the backbone of the nation.

If you are sick, the nation cannot be healthy; if you are ignorant,
the nation cannot be informed if you are destitute, the nation

cannot find contentment; if you are a slave, the nation cannot be free;
if you grieve, the nation cannot be happy-

Many people, however, do not see this important truth, or seeing i,

nevertheless refuse to act upon it. Thus, your primary importanc:

is often belittled and your rights disregarded - to the great misery of the nation

For the sake of the nation, therefore, as well as for your own sake,

your importance must be recognized and your rights respected.

You must be made healthy and informed and contented and free and happy,

50 that the nation will also be healthy and informed and contented and free and happy.

you unite

Acting alone, you cannot bring this about, for you are weak. But
for then you

and act with system and coordination so that you will be able to accomplish
your common end in the best possible manner

This is your paramount end - to attain eternal happiness with God in Heaven:
But for you to attain this, you must live; as God wants you to live on this earth
On this earth God wants you have enough food to eat, decent clothes to wear
and a roof over your head. God wants you to raise and educate your sons.
and daughters in health and reasonable comfort. God wants you to live well,
and living well, serve Him well

But you do not live well. No matter how hard you work, you do not have enough food
to eat. You do not have decent clothes to wear. You do not have a decent house to live in.
Your children are sick. Your children are unschooled

SRS |



This is the motive that impels us - that we may, in so far as God
has placed it in our power to do, help put things in the order
God wants them to be, and thus. merit His love and mercy:

Tiller of the soil, since it is your task to produce food for men to eat,
you are entitled to all that is necessary to enable you
to produce sufficient food for all.

g Tienortasediy ol m a human being created in the image
& and likeness of God. Hence, you are entitied to all that is necessary
for.a life 1n kaapmg with your dignity as a human being.

In order 1o produce enough food and nve with unlty you must own sufficient land >
and adequate tools with which to wor land. This is your basic need and we
shall direct all our efforts 1o the: sstistaction of this Tt s il ‘objective. <
e accomplishment of this objective would involve, among other things, the settiement
of idle lands of which we have 80 much in our country, the adoption of modern tools.
S Pttty o IRy Te

eed selection, pest control, and the establishmentof | mr:
But all mese will necessarily take time. Hence, you mt faith:
in God who always crowns an hanest man’s effort with the: iv His bounty.

Meanwhile, buldnihﬂhe’plhd ynu mly
~ not own the land which you mtmm and that the crop that you p;
~ may not be sufficient t et your needs, yéur
oppression of some other peaple who ake advantage of youripoverty:
We shall uphold and defend your rights ag

re many people who truly love us: and it will benefit us more to think of the kindness >
X of those who love us, than to brood over the oppression of those who hate us. é

So we shall not ook upon anyone as our efemy,
but we shall regard all as our brothers, fedeemed by the blood.of a common
2 Savior, confronted with common problems and faced with the comman:task

of making this earth'a prosperous and happy place to live in.
¢ We shall, therefore, promote cooperation rather than conflict,
harmony rather than discord, love rather than hate

v Farmers of the Philippines, unite!
: United, you can lift your eyes with hope - for the future is in your hards.

October 25, 1953
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